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influence of Edward Bellamy, Robert Blatchford, \Villiam
Morris, the Fabian essayists, the later Marxism, especially
in the vehement manifestoes of the Industrial Workers of
the World. One trade union zealously distributed among its
members hundreds of copies of Bellamy's Looking Backward.*
These ideas of a Utopian and Fabian socialism, mixed with
flamboyant nationalism, were illustrated in the writings and
activities of the most influential spokesman of social change
in Australian history, William Lane.
Born in England, Lane entered Queensland during the
industrial tensions of the late eighties, engaged in working-
class journalism, and soon revealed a superb style for mass
agitation. In 1890 he established the Queensland Worker,
the first newspaper directly subsidized by the trade unions
and independent of advertisers. His early love was land
nationalization. This he believed "would do more in a
single day than protection will do in a century towards
adjusting and keeping perpetually adjusted that distribution
of wealth, the present mismanagement of which is the cause
of all poverty, nearly all crime and most vice."10 He sought
to unionize the unskilled workers, constitute a disciplined
grouping of unions, which eventually took form in the
Australian Labour Federation, and promote what his motto
for the Queensland Worker described as ' 'Socialism in our
time." But disappointed by the difficulties of moving the
public, or even organized labour, towards a socialist r6gime
and disillusioned by the dull bureaucracy and endemic
opportunism of union officials, he gave up the struggle in
Australia, and induced sorne devoted followers to enter upon
the Utopian venture of establishing in Paraguay a small
communist society. Despite the stern zeal of its founder,
the New Australia in South America was a pathetic failure,
and Lane ended his militant days as a Conservative journalist
in New Zealand. His mode of financing Labour newspapers
and his application of the federal principle to trade unions
*C. Hartley Grattan, "Australian Labour Leader" {Australian Quarterly,
Sept., 1940); also Lloyd Ross, "From Lane to Lang" (Australian Quarterly,
Dec., 1934).
10Quoted in Lloyd Ross, William I*ane and the Australian Labour Movement,
57.